
Original consultation letter sent on 21 June 2017 

 

South Northamptonshire Council 

Dear Denis 
 
Ashfield Land is planning its next phase of statutory consultation – Phase Two Consultation – on Rail 
Central to take place from September this year. 
 
Please find attached (as per our previous correspondence) the formal drafts of the Statement of 
Community Consultation (SoCC) and the associated Report to Inform the SoCC.  This e-mail is to 
submit the draft SoCC formally to you (SNC) for consideration and I would be grateful for South 
Northamptonshire Council’s comments on the appropriateness of this proposed approach in engaging 
with local communities that may be affected by Rail Central.   
 
Read together, these documents explain our methodology for consulting and meeting the 
requirements for the NSIP process.  The content follows a similar pattern to the SoCC for last year’s 
Phase One Consultation and the documents have been refreshed to take account of local feedback 
and the fact that this second phase of S47 statutory consultation is now planned.  
 
As discussed previously, we see the main interest in the SoCC coming from South Northamptonshire 
Council (SNC), by fact of the main site being within its boundary.  However, related highways works 
may fall within the administrative boundary of Northampton Borough Council and therefore it too is 
being treated a host authority, along with South Northamptonshire Council and Northamptonshire 
County Council. 

Please may I request that comments in writing are made back to us by 5pm on Friday 21 July 2017, 
which is more than 28 days from today. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me or Will if we can provide any further information or if you have 
any queries. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 

 

 

Northamptonshire County Council 

Dear Ben 
 
I’m getting in touch further to our e-mails last Thursday (15 June), for which thanks and I appreciate 
your confirmation that you are the appropriate contact at NCC. 
 
Ashfield Land is planning its next phase of statutory consultation – Phase Two Consultation – on Rail 
Central to take place from September this year. 
 
Please find attached the formal drafts of the Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) and the 
associated Report to Inform the SoCC.  This e-mail is to submit the draft SoCC formally to you 
(NCC) for consideration and I would be grateful for NCC’s comments on the appropriateness of this 
proposed approach in engaging with local communities and consultees that may be affected by Rail 
Central.   
 



Read together, these documents explain our methodology for consulting and meeting the 
requirements for the NSIP process.  The content follows a similar pattern to the SoCC for last year’s 
Phase One Consultation and the documents have been refreshed to take account of local feedback 
and the fact that this second phase of S47 statutory consultation is now planned.  

Please may I request that comments in writing are made back to us by 5pm on Friday 21 July 2017, 
which is more than 28 days from today. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me or Will if we can provide any further information or if you have 
any queries. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 
www.railcentral.com  
 

 

 

Northampton Borough Council 
 
Dear Peter 
 
I’m getting in touch further to my conversation with Amy last Thursday (15 June). 
 
Ashfield Land is planning its next phase of statutory consultation – Phase Two Consultation – on Rail 
Central to take place from September this year. 
 
Please find attached the formal drafts of the Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) and the 
associated Report to Inform the SoCC.  This e-mail is to submit the draft SoCC formally to you 
(NBC) for consideration and I would be grateful for NBC’s comments on the appropriateness of this 
proposed approach in engaging with local communities that may be affected by Rail Central.   
 
Read together, these documents explain our methodology for consulting and meeting the 
requirements for the NSIP process.  The content follows a similar pattern to the SoCC for last year’s 
Phase One Consultation and the documents have been refreshed to take account of local feedback 
and the fact that this second phase of S47 statutory consultation is now planned.  
 
Based on consultation to date, we would anticipate the main interest in the SoCC coming from South 
Northamptonshire Council (SNC) which is also being consulted on it, by fact of the main application 
site being within its administrative boundary.  However, related highways works may fall within the 
administrative boundary of NBC and therefore it too is being treated a host authority, along with South 
Northamptonshire Council and Northamptonshire County Council. 

Please may I request that comments in writing are made back to us by 5pm on Friday 21 July 2017, 
which is more than 28 days from today. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me or Will if we can provide any further information or if you have 
any queries. 
 
Amy – copying you as per our discussion last week and many thanks for your assistance with NBC’s 
formal review of this SoCC. 
 
Kind regards 
 

http://www.railcentral.com/


Ben 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 
www.railcentral.com  
 

 

 

 

 

Subsequent consultation letter sent on 4 January 2018 

 
South Northamptonshire Council 

Dear Denis 
  
I’m writing to update you on Phase Two Consultation for Rail Central and to re-submit the SoCC to 
you for formal consultation.  
  
You will remember that we formally consulted on the draft SoCC for Phase Two Consultation in 
summer 2017 in line with our earlier programme. The proposed consultation dates were subsequently 
re-scheduled so that the technical work for highways could continue and to ensure that we consulted 
when we had comprehensive details across all key areas. 
  
Following those adjustments to the programme,  Ashfield Land is arranging for the Rail Central Phase 
Two Consultation to take place from Thursday 15 March 2018 to Monday 23 April 2018.  The 
consultation period has been extended from the statutory minimum in order to take into account 
Easter bank holidays.  
  
Please find attached an updated draft version of the Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) 
and the associated Report to Inform the SoCC.  The methodology for consultation remains 
consistent and the content of the SoCC follows the same as that formally consulted on and agreed 
with the relevant local authorities in summer 2017.  
  
The changes that have been made to the SoCC relate to: 

• The new programme and associated change in consultation dates 
• The addition of an exhibition in Towcester, which was requested by South 

Northamptonshire Council during formal consultation on this SoCC in summer 2017 
• Further information about the planned highways improvements (please see below).  

  
Since the previous formal consultation on this SoCC, progress has been made with highways 
modelling and assessments and as such the set of required highways improvements has been 
identified.  The junctions and our targeted approach to consultation on these is detailed in the 
SoCC.  The consultation zones remain the same and cover J15A and J15 of the M1, A43 Tove and 
A43 Abthorpe.   
  
This e-mail is therefore to inform you of the planned Phase Two Consultation dates and provide you 
with the updated draft version of the SoCC for formal comment. If you do have any comments on the 
updated draft version, please do let us know by no later than Friday 2 February 2018. 
  
Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can provide any further information or if you have any 
queries.  
  
Kind regards 
 
Georgina 

http://www.railcentral.com/


 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 
 

 

Northamptonshire County Council 

Dear Stacey 
  
I’m writing to update you on Phase Two Consultation for Rail Central and to re-submit the SoCC to 
you for formal consultation.  
  
You will remember that we formally consulted on the draft SoCC for Phase Two Consultation in 
summer 2017 in line with our earlier programme. The proposed consultation dates were subsequently 
re-scheduled so that the technical work for highways could continue and to ensure that we consulted 
when we had comprehensive details across all key areas. 
  
Following those adjustments to the programme,  Ashfield Land is arranging for the Rail Central Phase 
Two Consultation to take place from Thursday 15 March 2018 to Monday 23 April 2018.  The 
consultation period has been extended from the statutory minimum in order to take into account 
Easter bank holidays.  
  
Please find attached an updated draft version of the Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) 
and the associated Report to Inform the SoCC.  The methodology for consultation remains 
consistent and the content of the SoCC follows the same as that formally consulted on and agreed 
with the relevant local authorities in summer 2017.  
  
The changes that have been made to the SoCC relate to: 

• The new programme and associated change in consultation dates 
• The addition of an exhibition in Towcester, which was requested by South 

Northamptonshire Council during formal consultation on this SoCC in summer 2017 
• Further information about the planned highways improvements (please see below).  

  
Since the previous formal consultation on this SoCC, progress has been made with highways 
modelling and assessments and as such the set of required highways improvements has been 
identified.  The junctions and our targeted approach to consultation on these is detailed in the 
SoCC.  The consultation zones remain the same and cover J15A and J15 of the M1, A43 Tove and 
A43 Abthorpe.   
  
This e-mail is therefore to inform you of the planned Phase Two Consultation dates and provide you 
with the updated draft version of the SoCC for formal comment. If you do have any comments on the 
updated draft version, please do let us know by no later than Friday 2 February 2018. 
  
Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can provide any further information or if you have any 
queries.  
  
Kind regards 
 
Georgina 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 

 

 

Northampton Borough Council 

Dear Peter 



  
Further to our conversation yesterday, I’m writing to update you on Phase Two Consultation for Rail 
Central and to re-submit the SoCC to you for formal consultation.  
  
You will remember that we formally consulted on the draft SoCC for Phase Two Consultation in 
summer 2017 in line with our earlier programme. The proposed consultation dates were subsequently 
re-scheduled so that the technical work for highways could continue and to ensure that we consulted 
when we had comprehensive details across all key areas. 
  
Following those adjustments to the programme,  Ashfield Land is arranging for the Rail Central Phase 
Two Consultation to take place from Thursday 15 March 2018 to Monday 23 April 2018.  The 
consultation period has been extended from the statutory minimum in order to take into account 
Easter bank holidays.  
  
Please find attached an updated draft version of the Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) 
and the associated Report to Inform the SoCC.  The methodology for consultation remains 
consistent and the content of the SoCC follows the same as that formally consulted on and agreed 
with the relevant local authorities in summer 2017.  
  
The changes that have been made to the SoCC relate to: 

• The new programme and associated change in consultation dates 
• The addition of an exhibition in Towcester, which was requested by South 

Northamptonshire Council during formal consultation on this SoCC in summer 2017 
• Further information about the planned highways improvements (please see below).  

  
Since the previous formal consultation on this SoCC, progress has been made with highways 
modelling and assessments and as such the set of required highways improvements has been 
identified.  The junctions and our targeted approach to consultation on these is detailed in the 
SoCC.  The consultation zones remain the same and cover J15A and J15 of the M1, A43 Tove and 
A43 Abthorpe.   
  
This e-mail is therefore to inform you of the planned Phase Two Consultation dates and provide you 
with the updated draft version of the SoCC for formal comment. If you do have any comments on the 
updated draft version, please do let us know by no later than Friday 2 February 2018. 
  
Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can provide any further information or if you have any 
queries.  
  
Kind regards 
 
Georgina 
 
On behalf of Rail Central 
 

 


